INFORMED CONSENT FOR CATARACT SURGERY

Explanation of nature of the surgery:

· Eyes stay red for about four weeks

· Medication (antibiotic/steroid drops) used for 2-4 weeks

· Your child may still require spectacle

Alternatives to cataract surgery:  No surgery would most certainly result in permanently reduced vision possibly to the point of blindness; Laser is not done as the primary treatment of cataract; Glasses, eye drops, are vitamins not a treatment for cataracts.

Complications, which could occur days, weeks, months to years later from surgery:

· Death from anesthesia 

· Reduced vision from retinal detachment, infection or cloudy capsule

· Up to 30% of children may develop glaucoma following cataract surgery

· Up to 40% of children may develop strabismus with infantile cataract

Minor risks include: subconjunctival hemorrhage (bleeding on surface of eye), abrasion (scratch) on the cornea, inflammation/infection on surface of eye (conjunctivitis), reaction to the sutures, pain, and sometimes scar tissue formation including cysts.

Not Every possible complication can be listed.

Occasionally a different, unsuspected condition may arise at the time of surgery and I authorize Dr. Nicholas Sala to do what he deems necessary.

Consent to Procedure(s) and Treatment:  Having read this form and talked with the Dr. Nicholas Sala, my signature acknowledges that:  I voluntarily give my authorization and consent to the performance of the procedure(s) described above (including administration of blood and disposal of tissue) by my physician and the possible presence of observers (medical students or residents).

Additional comments:  

____________________________________

____________________

Patient or Parent/Guardian



Date

____________________________________

Nicholas A. Sala, D.O.

