INFORMED CONSENT FOR LACRIMAL SURGERY

Explanation of nature of the surgery:

· Medication (antibiotic/steroid drops) used for 2-4 weeks

Alternatives to lacrimal surgery:  No surgery would most certainly result in inappropriate tearing and chronic infection within the nasolacrimal sac or surface of the eye for their entire life, if they have not outgrown the condition by a year of age the likelihood of spontaneous opening approaches 0%.

Complications, which could occur days, weeks, months to years later from surgery:

· Death from anesthesia 

· Infection

Minor risks include: 

· Epistaxis (bloody nose)- Slight chance especially in short term (12-24 hours).  Treat like

      Any other bloody nose.

· Infection- Very low chance.  Topical antibiotic/steroid eye drops usually prevent infection.   

Observe for swelling and/or redness along side of eye.  Notify office immediately.

· Success- Difficult to give exact percentages, current literature describes 80-85% success 

rate.

Not Every possible complication can be listed.

Occasionally a different, unsuspected condition may arise at the time of surgery and I authorize Dr. Nicholas Sala to do what he deems necessary, such as infracture of  inferior turbinate.

Consent to Procedure(s) and Treatment:  Having read this form and talked with the Dr. Nicholas Sala, my signature acknowledges that:  I voluntarily give my authorization and consent to the performance of the procedure(s) described above (including administration of blood and disposal of tissue) by my physician and the possible presence of observers (medical students or residents).

Additional comments:  Opening of tear ducts - 

____________________________________

____________________

Patient or Parent/Guardian



Date

____________________________________

Nicholas A. Sala, D.O.

